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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY -

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505

- PUBLIC AFFAIRS , _
Phone: (703) 351-7676 : _ 13 November 1978

Mr. Sidney Hurlburt
Editor

Burlington Free Press
191 College Street
Burlington, Vermont 05401

Deaf Sir:

I have just seen your ed1tor1a1 of 13 October, "CIA's Unre]ent1ng
Arrogance." .

Prov1d1ng your readers with ed1tor1a1 Judgments wh1ch they trust
and be11eve is an awesome-responsibility. To provide such judgments
based on false information without any attempt to verify your facts
is faulty journalism at best. To provide such judgments based on _
ignorance of the facts is frightening. In your editorial of the 13th
you have accomplished both. , ,

Based on a story in the Wilmington Journal--like the Free Press a
Gannett newspaper--you report that five CIA officials have put pressure
on the Maryland State Police. to drop the investigation into the death
of a former CIA employee and consultant. A call to my office or to
the Maryland State Police would have provided you with the information
that the charge made by the Wilmington Journal was utterly irresponsible .
and ridiculous. If you did not believe my answer you could have had
the decency to call me a 1iar in print. :

In closing your editorial you demand the Pres1dent and the Congress
to hold the CIA accountable for its deeds and to impose severe restric-
tions to assure the American people and others that it (the CIA) will , .
‘not overstep its bounds aga1n. . _ h - -

Where have youy been? = ' ~ff o ;- '15;.

-In January of th1s year President Carter s1gned Executive Order 12036,
"United States Intelligence Activities" which spells out in great detail
what the CIA can and cannot do. Some 18 months ago the President created
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the Intelligence Oversight Board (10B) whose only mission is to Took
over and into the activities of this country's intelligence apparatus.
Both Houses of Congress have created committees for precisely the

same purposes--the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence (19 May 1976) -.

and the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (14 July 1977).
Both committees are now working on Charter Legislation to provide laws
to direct and limit our intelligence activities.

Should the Burlington Free Press, the Wilmington Journal or
anyone else have evidence, information or suspicion of any wrongdoing .
" or impropriety by the CIA in the case of the investigation being
undertaken by the Maryland State Police--or in any other activity
involving the CIA--I urge you to make your information known to _
the 108 and to the two Intelligence Committees in the Congress. I
can assure you that your charges will be fully investigated. ‘

I also urge you in fairness to your readers to have the courage =~

to print this response. Those in the CIA who work for the citizens .
of the United States in a thankless and often dangerous profession
~are deeply hurt by your groundiess charges...It is you who have an
. unrelenting arrogance. _ : L 1

Sincerely,

—

~ Herbert E. Helu —
Director of Public Affairs

- STA
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BURLINGION FREE PRESS (VT.)
13 October 1978
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“"CIA’s Unrelenting Arrocgance -
. N :‘; s - “R. L " e I "-').’fl * L g ' ... ° c g A_ “ .?. '
.. IN THE NAME of national security, the Central suicide. The dead man had retired in 1974 as

Intelligence Agency has trampled on the rights of ‘ deputy director of the CIA’s Office of Strategic ;
many American citizens and has often exceeded Research but had continued to serve as a consul-

the limits of. its authority in conducting clan- tant. o . coe L
destine activities in other countries. - 1. . Maryland authorities launched their investiga-

Recent revelations have indicated ‘that the tion because of the pequliar'circumsta'nces of his
nation’s intelligence apparatus has operated.much- death.- -~ " - R T
_ too close'to the line that sets off the legal from the  Thatthe CIA now is putting pressure on ther to
illegal in numerous instances here and abroad. .. drop the investigation "on. vague ~grounds is-
What has shocked many people in this country reprehensible and unconscionable. Such a demand |
has been the fact that the CIA apparently has been::indicates that the CIA has not changed; its officials ; .
-accorded-a-status that puts it above the laws that- are as arrogant and confident as they ever-were.
others must obey. ¥l ¥ail e ¥atd o 7+~ And they apparently operate with impunity in-the
- After being chided by Congress for some of its €yes of the administration. ST
sinister undertakings,:the -CIlA-could ‘have-been Vo oo e v S iy a2
~ appropriately i:ontriteby‘ftoning"{_‘ql;own?its;.. ag-" AkTher.e_ is¥a Tneed /fo.r ‘a: credible intelligence.
gressive behavior.toward its countryme 7 ’apency in this country.:Because CIA officials-are
NoOt S0.- izt An iE K oL e Of,h.e;t-;:g‘-”m?g%‘;g. 3" unable é‘? curb nlte.i;; aPPeﬁtg-.
: atect: ceandal 3 oton :(Del) 25 e power, questions’ must be raised-
i e seanal e Wimingion, ©ob) {00 Sty to s s chbgations |
_ pewspaper::— - broke’ the" story that five: CIA: -5--@;mf?_‘_“%fﬁ‘iﬁzgam?fif? s
officials have put. pressure on the Maryland State =3 Steps‘must be‘taken'to guarantee that'it: does”
Police to drop a-murder investigation in the case of. ;}_got exceed, its authoritythere or'abroad.-If Presi--
- an agency;consultant: whose; weighted body:was

t.

P .} S

: d dent Carter will not take'the initiative-in holding 3

“found floating in'Chesapeake Bay. "For reasons of:- fhé;.ag'en_cy ‘accountable for-its -deeds, Congress
national security;’ they have asked Maryland State -.Should impose severe restrictions on its powers to

" Police Superintendent Thomas S.? Smith to rule ‘assure the-American people and others that jt will
fhat the death - of John® Arthur ‘Paisley Was_ amot overstep its bounds.again.# 535 & 41
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